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Cleanup comments 

Public comments on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposal to clean up two sites in Libby will be accepted through 

Saturday, Jan. 16. Send comments to Ted Linnert, Office of Communication and Public Involvement, U.S. EPA, Region 8 - OC, 

1595 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 80202-1129. 

Libby Area Technical Advisory Group representatives suggest EPA receive all input by Jan. 14. Find the cleanup plans at 

www.latag.org or www.epa.gov/region8/superfund/libby/updates.html#fs. The group's next regular meeting is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday 

at Flathead Valley Community College in Libby. 

LIBBY - Scientists and citizens are challenging asbestos cleanup proposals in Libby, arguing that not enough is known about the 

contamination and that more studies should be completed before a final plan is adopted. 

"It is clear," wrote Dr. Terry Spear, "that we still do not have enough information to estimate cancer and non-cancer risks." 

Spear is a professor of industrial hygiene at Montana Tech in Butte and helped draft a response to the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency's latest planned asbestos cleanup in Libby. He serves as technical adviser to the Libby Area Technical Advisory Group 

(LATAG), established to provide community input as federal officials move ahead with asbestos remediation. 

Most recently, EPA proposed cleanup plans for two sites - the export plant and screening plant operated for years by W.R. Grace & 

Co. That company worked a now-defunct vermiculite mine just outside of town, unearthing deadly asbestos in the process. 

All of Libby has since been declared a federal Superfund site, and cleanup in residential areas has been ongoing for about a decade. 

The export plant is located on the banks ofthe Kootenai River, near downtown, and after the mine closed was used for ballfields and 

businesses. The screening plant also is located on the river, about five miles from town. 

The plan submitted by EPA would contain some ofthe contaminated soil in place, remove some soil, establish future land use 

restrictions for the sites and require decades of monitoring. Total cost is estimated at more than $4 million. 

But even that plan admits that cancer risks from breathing Libby asbestos "are difficult to quantify with confidence" and that methods 

for measuring health risks "are still under development." 
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As for non-cancer risks - such as deadly asbestosis - those "cannot be quantified at present," according to EPA's plan. The agency, 

however, suggests its cleanup proposal includes the best science and information currentiy available. 

Spear and LATAG agree that "the health risks associated with the inhalation of Libby asbestos are uncertain," especially for 

children and those with low-level exposures. They also note that the risks of non-cancer asbestos-related disease "are not even 

addressed." 

"It is my opinion," Spear wrote in his Jan. 4 report, "that the uncertainties outlined above must be reduced" before a final cleanup 

decision is made. 

The LATAG report calls for toxicological and epidemiological studies, as well as improvements in the methods used to measure 

Libby asbestos. In particular, the committee wants a closer look at the effects of short asbestos fibers in relation to lung disease. 

That means using both new tools and new procedures for testing air quality. 

Current knowledge gaps. Spear wamed, "could result in an underestimate of cumulative cancer and non-cancer risks," and he called 

for better information before any decisions are made. 

The complete report is available at www.latag.org. The EPA plan is online at www.epa.gov/region8/ superfund/libby/ 

updates.htm l#fs. 

Public comments on EPA's proposal will be accepted through Saturday, Jan. 16, although LATAG representatives suggest EPA 

receive all input by Jan. 14. Send comments to Ted Linnert, Office of Commimication and Public Involvement, U.S. EPA, Region 8 • 

OC, 1595 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 80202-1129. 

Contact Linnert directly at 1-800-227-8917, Ext. 6119, or drop him a line at linnert.ted@epa.gov. 

The next regular LATAG meeting is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday at Flathead Valley Community College in Libby. 

Reporter Michael Jamison can be reached at (406) 862-0324 or at mjamison@missoulian.com. 
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